1 'PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Submission to 
enter the 
national stage 
under 35 U.S.C 
§ 371. 





(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 


Applicant* s or agent's file reference 
P35147WO/MNM 


FOR FURTHER see Form PCT/ISA/220 

ACTION as we » as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/003520 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
13/08/2004 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
14/08/2003 


Applicant 






T.G. EAKIN LIMITED 






This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy Is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 4 sheets 

fx] It Is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise incficated under this item. 

I I The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
this Authority (Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

3. Q Unity of invention Is lacking (see Box III). 

4. With regard to the title, 

fx] the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant 

I | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

fx] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears In Box No IV The aoDlicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regards to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. __8 

|x] as suggested by the applicant 

I I as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
^ Q as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
b * CH non© of the figures is to be published with the abstract 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inteiy "^al Application No 

PCT/tiB2004/003520 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 A61B17/34 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 A61F A61B 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



WO 95/27468 A (MEDICAL CREATIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES) 19 October 1995 (1995-10-19) 
claim 1; figure 3 

6B 1 131 756 A (HOLLISTER INC) 
30 October 1968 (1968-10-30) 
figures 2,4 

WO 95/07056 A (BONADIO FRANK ; ENC0RET LTD 
(IE)) 16 March 1995 (1995-03-16) 
figure 10 

US 5 803 921 A (BONADIO FRANK) 
8 September 1998 (1998-09-08) 
abstract 



1-3 

4-23 

1,5,20 



-/- 



m 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



ID 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents : 

•A - document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
'E" earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

'L' document which may throw doubts on priority daim(s) or 
which is cted to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 
a O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international fifing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



■T™ later document published after the International filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"V document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
In the art 

'&' document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



25 November 2004 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



02/12/2004 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patent laan 2 
NL-2280HVRijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Korth, C-F 



Form PCT71SA/21 0 (second sheet) (January 2004) 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

1 ) 



Inten?' *^nal Application No 

PC7/tiB2004/003520 



C(Contiiiuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 

Category ° Nation of document, wtth Indfcatton, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



EP 0 950 376 A (HAKKO ELECTRIC MACHINE 
WORKS C ; SHIMOMURA KAZUYUKI (JP)) 
20 October 1999 (1999-10-20) 
abstract 



Relevant to claim No. 



Forni PCT/1SA/210 (continuation at second sheet) (January 20O4) 



page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

N jrmatlon on patent family members 



Intern' jal Application No 

PCT/aB2004/003520 



Patent document 


Publication 




Patent family 


Publication 


cited in search report 


date 




member(s) 


date 


WO 9527468 A 


19-10-1995 


US 


5813409 A 


9Q-00-100ft 
t_7 V7 IjjO 




AU 


2223195 A 


30-10-1995 




AU 


2240395 A 


30-10-1995 




IE 


71634 B2 


26-02-1997 




WO 


9527445 Al 


19-10-1995 




WO 


9527468 Al 


IQ-10-IOQ^ 
17 iu 1779 






US 


5640977 A 


24-06-1007 


GB 1131756 A 


30-10-1968 


NONE 






WO 9507056 A 


16-03-1995 


AT 


188364 T 


15-01-9000 




AU 


696289 B2 


OVOQ-IOOft 




AU 


7507494 A 


97-0^-1 QOR 




CA 


2171177 Al 

4_ X / XX/ / n X 


16-0^-1QQR 




DE 


69422530 Dl 


i 0-09-9000 




0E 


69422530 T2 


97-07-9000 

c/ U/ tUUU 




EP 


0776180 A2 


04-06-1007 

vH UU 177/ 




EP 


0834279 A2 

W«J^X»/ ^ f\l— 


0ft-04-1QQft 

UO U4 1770 




EP 


0888755 Al 


07-01 -1QQQ S 

U/ Ui 1777 




EP 


0887047 Al 


^0-1 9-iQOft 

OU 1<L 1?70 




EP 


0887048 Al 


OU 1c 1770 




ES 


2142404 T3 


16-04-2000 




WO 


9507056 A2 


16-03-1995 




JP 


3556670 B? 


1ft— Oft— 9004 
lo Uo— <lUUh 




JP 


9502624 T 


1ft-0^-1QQ7 
lO Uj 177/ 




JP 


2004121874 A 

i-ww^XfcXV/^ ft 


99-04-9004 

c*C U4 £UUH 




US 


2004215063 Al 


98-1 0-900x1 

X.O 1U x\.UUH 


US 5803921 A 


08-09-1998 


IE 


940150 A2 

■ w x v rib 


04-1 0-1 OQH 

UH 1U 1770 




IE 


940613 A2 


04-1 0-1 00^ 

UH 1U 1770 




IE 


950055 A2 


07-0ft-10Qfi 

U/ UO 1770 




AT 


164303 T 


1 R-04-1 QOft 

lO UH 1770 




AU 


695770 B2 


90-Oft-IQQft 




AU 


1717395 A 

X / X / w ^ %y #1 


04-00-1 QQ^ 

UH U7 ItjO 




BR 


9506817 A 


00-00-1 Q07 

U7 U7 X -72? / 




CA 


2183064 Al 


24-0fi-1QQR 

tH UO 1770 




CN 


1144471 A 

X mi /X ri 


OR-0^-1007 

uo uo 177/ 




CZ 


9602404 A3 


1 6-04-1 0Q7 

1U UH 177/ 




DE 


69501880 Dl 


^0-04-1 OQft 

OU U*r 1770 




DE 


69501880 T2 


23-07-1 00ft 

t-O U/ X770 




DE 


69532864 Dl 


13-05-2004 




EP 


0744922 Al 


04-12-IQOfi 

w*t 1L X77U 




EP 


0807416 A2 


1Q-1 1-1007 

17 XX 177/ 




ES 


2115365 T3 


16-06-1 QOft 

lu UU X770 




FI 


963226 A 


17-1 0-1 OQfi 

*/ 1U 177U 




HU 


76016 A2 


30-06-1Q07 

JU UU 177/ 




WO 


9522289 A2 


94-08-1 QQ5 

t*# UO 1770 




JP 


3564139 B2 


Oft-OQ— 9004 

UO U7 cUUH 




JP 


9509079 T 


16-09-1997 




NO 


963421 A 


14-10-1996 




NZ 


279907 A 


£Q UO— 1770 




PL 


315939 Al 


00-1 9-1Q0fi 

U7 Xx I77O 




RU 


2137453 CI 


20-09-1999 




ZA 


9501378 A 


94—1 0—1 QQR 

C.H 1U I77D 


EP 0950376 A 


20-10-1999 


JP 


3019150 B2 


13-03-2000 




JP 


11290327 A 


26-10-1999 




EP 


0950376 Al 


20-10-1999 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

' imation on patent family members 



Patent document 
cited In search report 



Publication 



Inteny ^al Application No 

PCf/u82004/003520 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



EP 0950376 



US 



6077288 A 



20-06-2000 



Form PCT/1SA/2 10 (patent family annex) (January 2004) 



page 2 of 2 



